Danish Partnership Workshop in preparation for Moshi Dialogue

Day 2, Civil society section, key notes

The session took its outset in the points from the 3 June Conference summarised below:
Tanzania-expert Knud Vilby’s criteria for Civil Society Organisations:

“Check-question” to Civil Society Organisations should be:

· working for the poor, with the poor, representing the poor

· Accountability downwards and upwards

Presently Tanzanian Civil society is going through the “mushrooming phase” to the “consolidation and influential phase”. We as their partners in the North need to adjust our ambitions to that fact

Rev. Dr. Fidon Mwombeki, Evangelical Lutheran Church of Tanzania and United Evangelical Mission, Germany:

· What is the mandate and the legitimacy of civil society organisations?

In Fidon’s view it is a value to work together, including to exchange human resources North-South and South-North. The human connections, to put it that way, is qualifying our work as civil society.

· Can we as civil society organisations base ALL our work on the assumption that the state should finally take responsibility of every service, cf. Civil Society Strategy?

Maybe we as responsible Civil Society need to work on different levels and with different donors for different purposes.
· Social change triangle presented (see slides) – strategic service, modelling for change can also lead to advocacy, although mobilising of citizens should be part of that. 
Through the following discussion the following points were raised:

Civil society is a room between state and market, where people are organised. You cannot opt out of that. You can have a normative discussion on how to use that position in CS or how to relate to the other sectors, but you need to recognize your being part of this. This includes also the churches, although some African churches hesitate to see themselves as part of civil society.
The most important task for Civil society is to organise/mobilise people to demand their rights, aiming to influence structural causes of poverty. The question is how to motivate “beneficiaries” to become “citizens” requesting/demanding service?
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